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Iona Star – 29th November 2024 

 
St Columba’s Families, 

It’s been a busy afternoon with our extremely popular ‘Bring and Buy’ 
sale. A huge thank you to the families who donated so many 
wonderful items and the PTA volunteers so sold sweets, cakes, crisps 
and more. A special thank you to Year 5 who ran our ‘Human Fruit 
Machine’ game – you did an excellent job! Well done also to the girls 
in Year 6 who seized the opportunity to make some extra pennies for 
Walking With. 

 
On Wednesday, we LOVED our whole school trip to the pantomime ‘Mother Goose’. It was quite the 
adventure and some of us fell asleep on the bus on the way home it had been such an exciting morning! 
Thank you to the extra family members who volunteered to come along and made the trip possible. 
 
Thank you to all of the families who attended the Our Lady and St 
Columba parish Christmas market last Saturday. A huge well done to 
our choir who sang so beautifully and made us all feel so Christmassy! 
A big thank you to Mrs Harris for organising this and helping to 
prepare the children.  
 
Last week, we also enjoyed a visit from Father David who shared with KS2 his updates from his travels to 
Muhuroni and showed us some of the work that our fundraising has gone towards. 
 
This week, we have also been doing some work in classes to support North Tyneside’s 
‘White Ribbon’ appeal; teaching children about healthy relationships in an aim to 
reduce violence towards women and girls in our local area. We also took part in 
Google’s ‘Be Legends’ internet safety assembly about being kind online. 
 
Below, you will find key messages and information. Attached to the Iona Star is a guide for both parents 
and school staff – this week’s focus is on helping children with ‘Online Trolling’.  
 
If you have any questions about anything in the Iona Star, or anything else that we can help with, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Have a lovely weekend,  
Miss Quinn   
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Attendance and Punctuality 

Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 6 for this week has been 90.7%. We are in 

the amber zone and we are not meeting our targets set by the Department for Education (96%).  

We are delighted to announce that Reception are the winners of our attendance trophy with an 

attendance of 97% this week. Congratulations! 

As a school, we are working alongside representatives from North Tyneside’s school support team to offer 

support to children and families who are struggling with attendance. This will also mean that there are more 

processes in place to monitor and report upon attendance in line with new guidance from the Department for 

Education including the possibility of attendance plans for children who remain in the ‘red’ or ‘amber’ zones 

consistently.  

Please remember that we are here to help and are keen to support families with any barriers towards 

attendance. Get in touch with us via the school office if you would like to make an appointment. 

 

Staffing Changes 

There will be some staffing changes within Year 1 from January and, following the Christmas holidays, 

Mr Gillie will be teaching Year 1 full time. 

As you know, Mrs Iliadou will be officially leaving St Columba’s at Christmas and, as a school, we have 

been looking at how to cover her roles between staff members. As a result, Mrs Harman will be teaching 

across other classes on a Monday and Tuesday to cover the non-contact time that these members of 

teaching staff are entitled to each week.  

We appreciate your support over this half term and understand that the variety of supply staffing that 

has been in place has, at times, been challenging for children. We hope that this will benefit the wider 

school community as it will add consistency of staffing to cover this non-contact time.  

 

Netball Club 

Attached to the Iona Star is a flyer for a netball club at St Thomas More for pupils of all 

ages. Many pupils have been enjoying their netball/high five session in PE lessons this half 

term so may be interested in signing up to this additional opportunity.  
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Homework and SeeSaw 

Families should have received an email informing them that family SeeSaw accounts do not 

show homework activities and cannot upload items other than through messages. This is because 

of the setup of the platform which assigns activities to individual children rather than their 

family members. Activities and uploads need to be completed through individual pupil accounts. 

Please ask at the school office if you need any help with this.  

 

 

Ten Ten Parent Newsletter  

You can access the latest parental newsletter from Ten Ten which shares the key 

messages, prayers and opportunities for worship at home by clicking this link 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/  

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 

*Updated* Christmas Performances – Family members are welcome to come at the times below to watch 

their child’s Christmas performance in the school hall. 

Nursery – Monday 9th December at 10am 

Reception – Monday 9th December at 2pm 

Year 1 – Wednesday 11th December at 2pm 

Year 2 – Friday 6th December at 2pm 

Year 3 – Friday 13th December at 2pm 

Year 4 – Tuesday 10th December at 2pm 

Year 5 – Thursday 12th December at 2pm 

Year 6 – Monday 16th December at 2pm 
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*Updated* Wednesday 11th December – Christmas Movie Night – Year 4 to Year 6. The movie will be 

chosen by the children in assembly on Monday morning. Tickets will cost £2 and will include a drink and 

some sweets to enjoy with the movie. Tickets will be available from Monday, please send any money in an 

envelope addressed to Mrs Laidlaw 

 

*Updated*  

Family members are invited into school to make a Christingle with their children and take part in a liturgy 

with their creations. Following feedback from families, we have decided to group this in families rather 

than by class.  

Tuesday 17th December – 2.30pm – families of children whose surname begins with letters A - H 

Wednesday 18th December – 2.30pm - families of children whose surname begins with letters I - Z 

Parents will be welcome to take their children home from school when the Christingle workshop is finished.  

 

*Updated* Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Dinner Day! Enjoy a Christmas dinner with your 

friends. Children are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper that day to school in place of their regular 

school jumper. 

 

*Updated* Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Movie Night – Year 1 to Year 3. Further information to 

follow. The movie will be chosen by the children in assembly on Monday morning. Tickets will cost £2 and 

will include a drink and some sweets to enjoy with the movie. Tickets will be available from Monday, please 

send any money in an envelope addressed to Mrs Laidlaw 

 

*New* Friday 20th December – Children are welcome to come to school in their own clothes for Christmas 

Parties which will take place in the afternoon.  

 

Friday 20th December – School closes to staff and pupils for the Christmas break 
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