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Iona Star – 6th December 2024 

 
St Columba’s Families, 
 
We’ve had a great start to the Christmas season with Year 2 delivering the first festive performance at St 
Columba’s! Well done to all of the children and thank you to all of the family members who came to 
support them, we hope you enjoyed it. 
 
This week, we have decorated our two Christmas trees in school. Each child hung a bauble on one of our 
large trees as well as helping to decorate the classrooms. Reception class even have an ‘Elf Workshop’ in 
their classroom – how exciting! 
 
On Monday, we held our first Advent liturgy thinking about how we can use the season to prepare our 
hearts ready for Christmas and the Mini Vinnie group has been acting out their faith through the food 
bank delivery to Walking With. Please see below for further information. 
 
A reminder that we are holding ‘Christmas Movie Night’ over the next two weeks. We held a vote for the 
Christmas film in whole school assembly on Monday. As a result of the films chosen, we making a slight 
tweak and are offering Year 3 – Year 6 the chance to enjoy Christmas Chronicles and Reception – Year 
2 to enjoy Boss Baby Christmas. Tickets are two pounds and include a drink and some sweets. Pick up times 
are listed below. 
 
Below, you will find key messages and information. Attached to the Iona Star is a guide for both parents 
and school staff – this week’s focus is on helping children to ‘Choose Respect’.  
 
If you have any questions about anything in the Iona Star, or anything else that we can help with, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Have a lovely weekend,  
 
Miss Quinn   
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Funds Raised 

We would like to thank parents and family members for their generosity and support at our recent events in 

school. We appreciate that this term has been a busy one! 

Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal - £102.76 raised for Royal British Legion 

Children in Need - £428.50 raised for the charity 

Break the Rules - £230.00 raised for the PTA 

Bring and Buy Sale - £300.00 raised for the PTA 

 

Mini Vinnie Food Bank Collection 

A huge thank you to everyone who sent in donations for the food bank. 

The Mini Vinnies delivered the food to ‘Walking With’ and helped to 

sort out the contributions. They were shown around the centre and 

learned about all the ways in which ‘Walking With’ supports refugees 

with advice, clothes, kitchen utensils and recycled bikes. They were 

astounded and grateful for all your kindness. Credit is due to the Mini 

Vinnies, who spoke to all the year groups in their classrooms and collected 

the donations every day. Once again our St Columba’s Community has 

shown their generosity. Thank you so much!  

 

School Uniform: PE Hoodies 

Following consultation with governors, and further discussion with school council 

representatives from each class, we have agreed to adopt a school PE hoodie as part of 

our uniform. For the days that your child has PE, they are welcome to wear this hoodie 

in place of a school jumper/cardigan.  

These will be available to be purchased from Emblematic in the new year. Prices start 

from £13.00. We are also happy for pupils to wear an alternative maroon hoodie 

without the school logo from an alternative supplier such as a supermarket or online 

retailer. 

Please note, this uniform item will not be compulsory until September 2025, when we will 

ask them to replace the cost of one of your school jumper/cardigan purchases. Children will 

only be permitted to wear these alongside PE uniform and not as part of regular school 

uniform. 

Please remember that, if your child is in receipt of income based free school meals, do get 

in touch and we are always happy to support you with the purchase of any uniform.   

 



 
 

Income Based Free School Meals 

If you feel you may be eligible for income based free school meals, please apply online here: 

Free school meals | North Tyneside Council 

This not only ensures free school meals and resources for individual pupils but entitles our school to receive 

funding which benefits the wider school community. 

You're eligible for free school meals if you receive any of the following benefits: 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling 

(primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2025. 

 

Ten Ten Parent Newsletter  

You can access the latest parental newsletter from Ten Ten which shares the key 

messages, prayers and opportunities for worship at home by clicking this link 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/  
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Diary Dates 

Christmas Performances – Family members are welcome to come at the times below to watch their child’s 

Christmas performance in the school hall. 

Nursery – Monday 9th December at 10am 

Reception – Monday 9th December at 2pm 

Year 1 – Wednesday 11th December at 2pm 

Year 3 – Friday 13th December at 2pm 

Year 4 – Tuesday 10th December at 2pm 

Year 5 – Thursday 12th December at 2pm 

Year 6 – Monday 16th December at 2pm 

Wednesday 11th December – Christmas Movie Night – Year 3 to Year 6. The movie chosen by the children 

was Christmas Chronicles. Tickets will cost £2 and will include a drink and some sweets to enjoy with the 

movie. Please send any money in an envelope addressed to Mrs Laidlaw. Pick up will be at 6pm from the 

school hall. 

Tuesday 17th December – 2.30pm – families of children whose surname begins with letters A - H 

Wednesday 18th December – 2.30pm - families of children whose surname begins with letters I - Z 

Family members are invited into school to make a Christingle with their children and take part in a liturgy 

with their creations. Following feedback from families, we have decided to group this in families rather 

than by class.  Parents will be welcome to take their children home from school when the Christingle 

workshop is finished.  

Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Dinner Day! Enjoy a Christmas dinner with your friends. Children 

are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper that day to school in place of their regular school jumper. 

Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Movie Night – Reception to Year 2. 

The movie chosen by the children was Boss Baby. Tickets will cost £2 and will include a drink and some 

sweets to enjoy with the movie. Please send any money in an envelope addressed to Mrs Laidlaw. Pick up will 

be 5pm from the hall doors. 

Friday 20th December – Children are welcome to come to school in their own clothes for Christmas Parties 

which will take place in the afternoon.  

Friday 20th December – School closes to staff and pupils for the Christmas break. 

Tuesday 7th January – School reopens for pupils. 

 

 

 




