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lona Star — 8™ November 202U

St Columba's Families,

We celebrated the end of our first week back after half term with our ‘Good Work™ assembly this morning
— there were certificates for academic work, for children’s personal qualities and personal successes. We
also appointed some further BELONG ambassadors or demonstrating our core values. It was also fantastic
to appoint our new house captains and vice captains for St Aidan, St Bede, St Cuthbert and St Hilda.

Year 2 enjoyed a workshop all about George Stephenson on Thursday to support their History learning.

Year 5 and 6 had classroom visits from Northumbria Police this week to help educate them on the safe use
of social media and the risks involved.

Our outdoor Remembrance display is taking shape. All children will be adding to this on Monday. We are
asking for 50p which will be donated to the Royal British Legion, if you Feel that you can contribute and
you have not done so already. A huge thank you to all of the staff who have knitted poppies, sold luggage
tags and put together the display — it looks wonderful.

Below, you will find key messages and information. Attached to the lona Star is a guide for both parents
and school staff — this week’s focus is on Horror Films and Age Ra,tmgs'.

Have a lovely weekend.

Take care Our outdoor Remembrance display

Miss Quinn

Attendance and Punctuality

3

Keep an eye out on X (@stcolumbasrc) for Mrs Cmggs' attendance u.pd.a,tesl

Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 6 for this week has been 945.4:%. We are JUST

in the amber zone and we are not meeting our targets set bg the Department For Education (96%).

2 We are, however, deltghted to announce that Year 6 are winners of our attendance trophg with an

— amazing attendance of 100% EVERY DAY this week. Congmtulatlonsl
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Stay and Write — Parent Sessions

As we did last year with Maths and Reading, we are offering parents the opportunity to stay at
school for the first lesson of the day and take part in a Writing lesson with their child. Due to
limited space, this can only be one family member per child. We hope that you are able to join

usl The dates for each class can be seen in the diary dates below

Scholastic Book. Fai
. Also attached to the lona Star is information about the Scholastic Book
SChOlaStlc Fair which will be visiting school from 12" November to 19* November.
BOOK Falr This will be held in our old Activity Centre. Please note, that we do not

5 ! have a card reader. Therefore, payments must be made online, using

Find school - Scholastic Book Fairs and by selecting our school from the

drop down menu.

Alternatively, vouchers from £5 to £25 can be purchased for your child to spend via Book Fair Gift Vouchers
- Scholastic Book Fairs

After School Clubs

Parents have hopefully received some information regarding clubs which are starting after the October half

term. We will be starting:
- MultiSports on a Monday (Y1, ¥2 and ¥'3) with Lewis, our sports coach
- MultiSports on a Friday (Y, Y5 and Y6) with Lewis, our sports coach
- Choir at lunchtimes with Mrs Harris

- Mini Vinnies at lunchtimes with Mrs Watson

N . 4
- Lego League (Y5 and Y6) on a Thursday with Mr Gillie and Miss Barnett @ /A \\‘
- YMCA (bg invitation) on a Thursday After School
Clubs
- Drama Y4, Y5 and Y6) on a Tuesday with Mrs Whitelaw ¢ o /
- Calm Kids Club (¥ — ¥6) on a Monday with. Miss O'Connor - e

Come along and join in some great extracurricular activities! |f you need any further information, please
contact the school of fice.
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Our Lady and St Columba parish church will be holding their annual outdoor
Christmas market on Saturday 23 November at 5.30pm. Come along to browse
the stalls, take part in the raffle or enjoy some refreshments. Our school choir will
also be singing on the steps of church for the first part of the evening so please
come along to show your support!

Flu Vaccinations

A reminder that children who have been signed up to the NHS flu vaccinations .
will be receiving these within school on Monday 1™ November \

Forest School Grant

We are delighted to be shortlisted for a ‘Commu,mtg Fundmg' grant to make improvements

to our Forest School” area. The application has now gone to a voting system. [t takes two

minutes to log a votel Closmg date is 15" November. Please share far and wide!

https:// form. jotform.com /24428914 75932366 Thank you so much!
Miss O'Connor (Forest School Lead) Hayley Revell (Parent Governor)

You can access the latest parental newsletter from Ten Ten which shares the keg

®
messages, prayers and opportunities for worship at home by clicking this link Ten 'Ten
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/ Resources

Parent Feedback
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i’ s, At St Columba’s, we are keen to continue workmg with parents to ensure that our

':.;2 Feedback 3

sfieessamslin oo
B FYeH ° Ty

{ &)

school community thrives. |f you ever have any questions, queries or concerns, the door

,.
H a8

is a[wags open For you to discuss this with staff.

Appomtments can be made via the school office on scpschool@stcolumbasprimary.co.uk

w— o 01912623098
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Diary Dates

WB Mon.d,a.g II™ November — SEND parent review meetings.

WB Monday 1" November — Internal school assessment week. All pupils in Year 2 — Year O will complete

assessments.

Tuesday 12% November — Odd, Socks Day! Wear your odd socks proudly to show support for AntiBullying
week and the fact that we are all different and unique.

Tu.esd.ag 12% November — |9™ November — Scholastic Book Fair will be running in our old Activity Centre
From 3.30pm after school each day.

*Updated« Friday I5* November — Children in Need. Wear your spots to school for a voluntary donation
to Children in Need! Merchandise will be available to purchase, if you wish.

Fri.d.a.g I5* November — Year 3 assembly. Family members are welcome in the school hall for 9.15am

*News Stay and Write Parent Sessions —

Monday 18" November — 9.15am to 10.00am - Year 5 and Year © parents are welcome
Tuesday 19" November — 9.15am to 10.00am — Reception and Year 3 parents are welcome
Wednesday 20" November — 9.15am to 10.00am — Year 2 and Year | parents are welcome

Thursday 21" November - 9.15am to 10.00am — Nursery and Year L parents are welcome

*News Wednesday 20" November — Year 6 class trip to the cinema

*New Satu.rdag 23rd November — Outdoor Christmas market at Our Lady and St Columba parish
church at 5.30pm. School choir will be asked to attend if possible.
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Monday 25% November — White Ribbon Day. The start of 16 Days of action with North Tyneside are an

opportunity to reflect on how we can all promote healthy, respectful and equitable relationships

Mon.d.ay 25" November and Wed.n.esd.ag 27" November — Parents Evenings. All parents will be invited to
book an appointment with their class teacher via SchoolCloud two weeks before this date. Appointments are

in person, for |[Ominutes and will be available from 3.4-5pm onwards.

#New » Wednesday 27th November — Reception — Year 6 trip to Customs House (South Shields) for the

pantomime ‘Mother Coose .

#New » Friday 29th November — Bring and Buy sale. Have a clear out before Christmas and donate your
old toys, books and games. There will also be stalls and games set up Jor the children to take part in. This

will be during school time and is for children only.

Christmas Performances — further information to Follow
Nursery — Monday A* December at 10am

Reception — Mondag A* December at 2pm

Year | — Wednesday I December at 2pm
Year 2 — Friday 6™ December at 2pm
Year 3 — Friday 13* December at 2pm
Year L — Tuesday 10" December at 2pm
Year 5 — Thursday 12* December at 2pm
Year 6 — Monday I6™ December at 2pm

*New » Wedn.esda.y II* December — Christmas Movie Night — Year L+ to Year 6. Further information to
Follow
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WB Monday |6% December — Further information to follow

Family members will be invited into school to make a Christingle with their children and take part in a

liturgy with their creations.

»New Wed,n.esd,a.g 18" December — Christmas Dinner Day. Wear your Christmas J'u.mperl

#New » Wednesday 18" December — Christmas Movie Night — Year | to Year 3. Further information to
Follow

Fri,d.a.y 20™ December — School closes to staff and pupils for the Christmas break
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At Thee Mothanol College, cur WakeUpWednesday guides empower ond equilp porents, coners and educaters with the contidence and procticol skills to be able to have informed and oge-appropriaie
oomversations with children obout online sofety, mental health ond wellbeing, and climote change. Formar ly delivered by Nationol Gnline Safety, these guides now cddress widor topéos and thomes.
For further guides, hints ond tips, ploose visit notionalcollego.com.

|
SRR What{Parents & Educators Need,tofknow about

HORROR FILMS & AGEIRATINGS

The ‘on-demand’ aovailability of streaming platforms in many homes creates extra possibilities for young viewears to
be exposed to age-inappropriate content, Material which features horror or violence can couse anxiety and
nightrares for children, especially since it can be hard for young ones to grosp that what they're watching isn't real.

o
CLASSIFICATION BREAKDOWN

The British Board of Fllm Clossficotion has the
Tallewing age rating:

U: Suitabds for all oges ‘fi\.

P For children aged 8 ond abowe; this contant .
shouldn’t unsettle them

EZA: Children under the age of 12 should not watch .
without an ocdult; this Rant potentlally featums
bod languegas, ru.lultgrn:r:mul mhm

V5: Suitable enly for 15-year-clds and above

I&Emlusluﬂr for an odult owdience, with potentially
p th af wial , Uity or s

il

e

STREAMING IS ENVERYWHERE «

Modermn moblle devices ok it very eosy fos
children towatch stresmed films withaut the need
for a TV. The awailchility of Inoppropriote content has
rison significantly on streaming platforms, almast all
of which host l-rated content. [ not restricted by
parental controls, this could be viewed by chilsdren
who aren't quite ready for such adull themes,
concapls and Imagary,

| A
CHILDREN SCARE "
DIFFERENTLY , % 'ﬁ

It zan be difficul to decida whot cantant 4
approprlate for children, What's fine lor ana child
could be extrermaly frightening for ancthar. & many
children odmit to ot sharing or discussing the
contant they watch with their porents, encouroging
an open dislogue areund the kind of media that
young peaple consume con help ovoid esposing

. | i T8 them to any inoppropriate content.
T Vs, FicTIoN ﬁ " e E—
T
wany children hove no trouble separating pEER pRESSURE SEARE“? PS?CHDLGGH:AL ’Npﬁc‘l’g m.
technology making pretend vislence and harror Horrar prides itself on its obiity to startle or induce

{act frorm fiction. Howewer, with modern day

loak ewar mare tealistic, its becaming harder lar Friends ancouroging sach cther 1o watch the lotest genuine bear in the viewer = soit's no surprise that
youngaters bo tall tha dilfarence, For instance, filrn Featisring vialence of horror con lesd to children thie genee Ben't usually intended for children. &
conssdar narmalkas of alder fims, whare dated speciol conauming content that thay'ra nat ready far. &5 18+ r)' mestural side-aflect of this i that jump scares” of g
affacts (making it eosy 1o discem that sormething content i owallabla on mony stresming péationms, CrEapY, SASE | phara can hava kst
wosnt real] howve boen reploced by far mare youngstars con watch these together - potentially affacts on younger rminds. The resulting anglety can

convinoing monsters and gare. without thair porents” or cmrers’ knowlsdge. Impact o child's sleeping potterns or eoting hobits.

WATCH THE FILM FIRST & ) REMEMBER - IT'S NOT REAL

i you're cancernad thot o fitm might be unsulboble for chiddren (whethar @S . i " Empheesiss to ohildren that the contont they'ro viewing is entireky

their first dirve into the homror genre or a step up in oge chassitication), then '_ fictional and has no chance of affecting them in real life. i a child is upset

toion o look for yoursell There's no better waoy to judge whether this contentis after watching a film, try 1o understand what exoctly hos unsettied therm:

something you'd deem appropriate for o child - and if a parent, for example, hos this can help you approach the topic in a healthy and inermative manner,

actually seen the film (or ot l=ast a portion of it), they con construct a far more credibbe . 10 ciisge| any fears or anaigties they may have.
case if they decide it's inopprapriabe,

DISCUSS THE CONTENT OF FILMS H @ ! USE PARENTAL CONTROLS :

ol child hvas s@an o film thot you think may hove sapased tham o petantiolly Most streaming platforms hove the option to put age ranges on children's
uncamiortabba themas and idaas, don't shy oy rem toliing about [, and onswar any | @ccounts. This means that filmes and shows that ars inappropeiate for children
quasthons they moy hove. This is especially impontant i they wotchad thae flim without on J won't be advertived while theyre browsing and won't even opgear i o child specifically
adult prosent. Ask them to swmmarnise the story for pou, os this will gl you on - warches for theam. This can be changed any time ot parents’ discrétian, but its wise o
understanding of whot they 've leomed from watching it. pratact thase astting s with a poddward, 40 a child can't alter arything on thei cen
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lllustration from Hercules: A Hero's Journey by Tom Vaughan © David O'Connell, 2024.

Payment at our Book Fair HELP EARN FREE BOOKS

Please check with your school for the best way to pay for your books Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free books to

. You may pay by card at the Fair via card reader machines if schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that
your school has one or by using the online payment link at as many children as possible have access to books that
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay and simply selecting support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the
your school from the drop down menu. Book Fair, you help to make a difference by supporting
Pre-paid gift vouchers are available in £5, £10, £15, £20 and literacy in your child’s setting. Last year, with your help, we

£25. Go to www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers to gave over £5.3M wortr.\ of ffee books to schools nationwide,
b o q which stocked school libraries and classrooms.
uy vouchers for your child before the Fair.

If you can’t attend the Fair in person, your child can order @ @ : %

books via a Wish List - please ask your school for details.
P Y oo©oo
oo oo

*Free books are subject to terms and conditions. Please contact your Book Fair Organiser or Scholastic Book Fairs for details.

All books subject to availability. Book range may vary. A Warning: Not suitable for children under 3. Small parts.
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