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Iona Star – 8th November 2024 

 
St Columba’s Families, 
 
We celebrated the end of our first week back after half term with our ‘Good Work’ assembly this morning 
– there were certificates for academic work, for children’s personal qualities and personal successes. We 
also appointed some further BELONG ambassadors for demonstrating our core values. It was also fantastic 
to appoint our new house captains and vice captains for St Aidan, St Bede, St Cuthbert and St Hilda. 
 
Year 2 enjoyed a workshop all about George Stephenson on Thursday to support their History learning. 
 
Year 5 and 6 had classroom visits from Northumbria Police this week to help educate them on the safe use 
of social media and the risks involved.  
 
Our outdoor Remembrance display is taking shape. All children will be adding to this on Monday. We are 
asking for 50p which will be donated to the Royal British Legion, if you feel that you can contribute and 
you have not done so already. A huge thank you to all of the staff who have knitted poppies, sold luggage 
tags and put together the display – it looks wonderful. 
 
Below, you will find key messages and information. Attached to the Iona Star is a guide for both parents 
and school staff – this week’s focus is on ‘Horror Films and Age Ratings’. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Take care,  
Miss Quinn   
 
Attendance and Punctuality 

Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 6 for this week has been 95.4%. We are JUST 

in the amber zone and we are not meeting our targets set by the Department for Education (96%).  

We are, however, delighted to announce that Year 6 are winners of our attendance trophy with an 

amazing attendance of 100% EVERY DAY this week. Congratulations! 

Keep an eye out on X (@stcolumbasrc) for Mrs Craggs’ attendance updates! 

Our outdoor Remembrance display 
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Stay and Write – Parent Sessions 

As we did last year with Maths and Reading, we are offering parents the opportunity to stay at 

school for the first lesson of the day and take part in a Writing lesson with their child. Due to 

limited space, this can only be one family member per child. We hope that you are able to join 

us! The dates for each class can be seen in the diary dates below.  

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Also attached to the Iona Star is information about the Scholastic Book 

Fair which will be visiting school from 12th November to 19th November. 

This will be held in our old Activity Centre. Please note, that we do not 

have a card reader. Therefore, payments must be made online, using 

Find school - Scholastic Book Fairs and by selecting our school from the 

drop down menu. 

Alternatively, vouchers from £5 to £25 can be purchased for your child to spend via Book Fair Gift Vouchers 

- Scholastic Book Fairs 

 

After School Clubs 

Parents have hopefully received some information regarding clubs which are starting after the October half 

term. We will be starting: 

- MultiSports on a Monday (Y1, Y2 and Y3) with Lewis, our sports coach 

- MultiSports on a Friday (Y4, Y5 and Y6) with Lewis, our sports coach 

- Choir at lunchtimes with Mrs Harris 

- Mini Vinnies at lunchtimes with Mrs Watson 

- Lego League (Y5 and Y6) on a Thursday with Mr Gillie and Miss Barnett 

- YMCA (by invitation) on a Thursday  

- Drama (Y4, Y5 and Y6) on a Tuesday with Mrs Whitelaw 

- Calm Kids Club (Y1 – Y6) on a Monday with Miss O’Connor 

Come along and join in some great extracurricular activities! If you need any further information, please 

contact the school office. 
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Outdoor Christmas Market 

Our Lady and St Columba parish church will be holding their annual outdoor 

Christmas market on Saturday 23rd November at 5.30pm. Come along to browse 

the stalls, take part in the raffle or enjoy some refreshments. Our school choir will 

also be singing on the steps of church for the first part of the evening so please 

come along to show your support! 

 

Flu Vaccinations 

A reminder that children who have been signed up to the NHS flu vaccinations 

will be receiving these within school on Monday 11th November.  

 

Forest School Grant 

We are delighted to be shortlisted for a ‘Community Funding’ grant to make improvements 

to our ‘Forest School’ area. The application has now gone to a voting system. It takes two 

minutes to log a vote! Closing date is 15th November. Please share far and wide! 

https://form.jotform.com/242891475932366 Thank you so much!  

Miss O’Connor (Forest School Lead)     Hayley Revell (Parent Governor) 

 

Ten Ten Parent Newsletter  

You can access the latest parental newsletter from Ten Ten which shares the key 

messages, prayers and opportunities for worship at home by clicking this link 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/  

 

Parent Feedback 

At St Columba’s, we are keen to continue working with parents to ensure that our 

school community thrives. If you ever have any questions, queries or concerns, the door 

is always open for you to discuss this with staff.  

Appointments can be made via the school office on scpschool@stcolumbasprimary.co.uk 

or 01912623098  
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Diary Dates 

 

WB Monday 11th November – SEND parent review meetings.  

 

WB Monday 11th November – Internal school assessment week. All pupils in Year 2 – Year 6 will complete 

assessments. 

 

Tuesday 12th November – Odd Socks Day! Wear your odd socks proudly to show support for AntiBullying 

week and the fact that we are all different and unique. 

 

Tuesday 12th November – 19th November – Scholastic Book Fair will be running in our old Activity Centre 

from 3.30pm after school each day. 

 

*Updated* Friday 15th November – Children in Need. Wear your spots to school for a voluntary donation 

to Children in Need! Merchandise will be available to purchase, if you wish. 

 

Friday 15th November – Year 3 assembly. Family members are welcome in the school hall for 9.15am 

 

*New* Stay and Write Parent Sessions –  

Monday 18th November – 9.15am to 10.00am - Year 5 and Year 6 parents are welcome 

Tuesday 19th November – 9.15am to 10.00am – Reception and Year 3 parents are welcome  

Wednesday 20th November – 9.15am to 10.00am – Year 2 and Year 1 parents are welcome 

Thursday 21st November - 9.15am to 10.00am – Nursery and Year 4 parents are welcome 

 

*New* Wednesday 20th November – Year 6 class trip to the cinema 

 

*New* Saturday 23rd November – Outdoor Christmas market at Our Lady and St Columba parish 

church at 5.30pm. School choir will be asked to attend if possible. 
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Monday 25th November – White Ribbon Day. The start of 16 Days of action with North Tyneside are an 

opportunity to reflect on how we can all promote healthy, respectful and equitable relationships 

 

Monday 25th November and Wednesday 27th November – Parents Evenings. All parents will be invited to 

book an appointment with their class teacher via SchoolCloud two weeks before this date. Appointments are 

in person, for 10minutes and will be available from 3.45pm onwards. 

 

*New* Wednesday 27th November – Reception – Year 6 trip to Customs House (South Shields) for the 

pantomime ‘Mother Goose’. 

 

*New* Friday 29th November – Bring and Buy sale. Have a clear out before Christmas and donate your 

old toys, books and games. There will also be stalls and games set up for the children to take part in. This 

will be during school time and is for children only.  

 

Christmas Performances – further information to follow 

Nursery – Monday 9th December at 10am 

Reception – Monday 9th December at 2pm 

Year 1 – Wednesday 11th December at 2pm 

Year 2 – Friday 6th December at 2pm 

Year 3 – Friday 13th December at 2pm 

Year 4 – Tuesday 10th December at 2pm 

Year 5 – Thursday 12th December at 2pm 

Year 6 – Monday 16th December at 2pm 

 

*New* Wednesday 11th December – Christmas Movie Night – Year 4 to Year 6. Further information to 

follow 
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WB Monday 16th December – further information to follow 

Family members will be invited into school to make a Christingle with their children and take part in a 

liturgy with their creations. 

 

*New* Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Dinner Day. Wear your Christmas jumper! 

 

*New* Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Movie Night – Year 1 to Year 3. Further information to 

follow 

 

Friday 20th December – School closes to staff and pupils for the Christmas break 
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Scan for more  
NINJAGO fun!

Ask for parental 
consent before 
going online.

Model group: Books for children – AMEET
Item name: LEGO® NINJAGO®. Imperium warrior

Style number:  020C
Series:  LNC
Item number:  LNC-6729P1
Batch:  01/UK

Description:  The complete product consists of a 32-page book and LEGO elements (19 pieces).

Instruction:  Packaging of LEGO elements (paper blister) is not a toy. Remove it before giving the 
product to a child.

 £8.99

 Warning!  
Small parts.

 Buster Books
an imprint of Michael O’Mara Books Ltd,
9 Lion Yard, Tremadoc Road,
London SW4 7NQ
www.mombooks.com/buster
Twitter: @BusterBooks
Instagram: @buster_books

 Published in the UK by

6+LEGO, the LEGO logo, the Minifi gure, the Brick and Knob 
confi gurations and NINJAGO are trademarks of the LEGO Group. 
©2024 The LEGO Group.

Manufactured by AMEET Sp. z o.o.
under licence from the LEGO Group.

AMEET Sp. z o.o.
Nowe Sady 6, 94-102 Łódź – Poland
ameet@ameet.eu
www.ameet.eu

Components made in DENMARK, HUNGARY, MEXICO, CHINA and 
the CZECH REPUBLIC.

Distributed by Buster Books, an imprint of Michael O’Mara Books Ltd.

www.LEGO.com

All rights reserved. 

Printed in China.

After the Merge, the Dragon Hunters have become one 
of the ninja’s greatest enemies. Make your way through 
the action-packed puzzles, comics and story inside, and 
get to know one of the scheming hunters. Life is never 

boring with Dragon Hunter No. 29 around!

 pcs

Your opinion 
matters
Please scan this QR code to give feedback to help 
us enhance your future experiences
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Available from 12th September

LAST YEAR YOUR SUPPORT HELPED DONATE 
£5.3M IN FREE BOOKS TO SCHOOLS NATIONWIDE
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A pop-up book-store with hundreds of books  from just£2.99

FREE books 
for your 

school when 

you buy at 

the Book Fair!
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READYREADY
TO WORKTO WORK !!

Model group: Books for children – AMEET
Item name: LEGO® City. Ready to work!

Style number:  020C
Series:  LNC
Item number:  LNC-6031P1
Batch:  01/UK

Description:  The complete product consists of a 32-page book and LEGO elements (12 pieces).

Instruction:  Packaging of LEGO elements (paper blister) is not a toy. Remove it before giving the 
product to a child.

 £8.99

 Warning!  
Small parts.

 Buster Books
an imprint of Michael O’Mara Books Ltd,
9 Lion Yard, Tremadoc Road,
London SW4 7NQ
www.mombooks.com/buster
Twitter: @BusterBooks
Instagram: @buster_books

 Published in the UK by

5+LEGO, the LEGO logo, the Minifi gure and the Brick and Knob 
confi gurations are trademarks of the LEGO Group. 
©2024 The LEGO Group.

Manufactured by AMEET Sp. z o.o.
under licence from the LEGO Group.

AMEET Sp. z o.o.
Nowe Sady 6, 94-102 Łódź – Poland
ameet@ameet.eu
www.ameet.eu

Components made in DENMARK, HUNGARY, MEXICO, CHINA and 
the CZECH REPUBLIC.

Distributed by Buster Books, an imprint of Michael O’Mara Books Ltd.

www.LEGO.com

All rights reserved. 

Printed in China.

There’s always work to be done in LEGO® City! 
Build your construction worker minifigure (and his 

boombox!) before joining him and other characters 
in this fun collection of puzzles and comics.
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GREAT DEAL
only 

£3.99
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£6.99  £4.99 

Save
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Save
£5

Hardback 
only

£8.99

Save
£4

NEW

£7.99  £5.99 

Save
£2

NEW

£23.96  £9.99 

From England footballer 
Marcus Rashford!

The first graphic novel 
from David Walliams!

Early 
reader

NEW

 £7.99 

4
for only

£9.99

My new journal 
with stories, 
doodle tips, 
makes and 
more!

EVERY BOOK YOU BUY EARNS FREE BOOKS FOR OUR SCHOOL

Ages 6+

Ages 2+



*Free books are subject to terms and conditions. Please contact your Book Fair Organiser or Scholastic Book Fairs for details.

All books subject to availability. Book range may vary. Warning: Not suitable for children under 3. Small parts.

Payment at our Book Fair
Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free books to 
schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that 
as many children as possible have access to books that 
support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the 
Book Fair, you help to make a di� erence by supporting 
literacy in your child’s setting. Last year, with your help, we 
gave over £5.3M worth of free books to schools nationwide, 
which stocked school libraries and classrooms. 

Please check with your school for the best way to pay for your books

• You may pay by card at the Fair via card reader machines if 
your school has one or by using the online payment link at
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay and simply selecting 
your school from the drop down menu. 

• Pre-paid gift vouchers are available in £5, £10, £15, £20 and 
£25. Go to www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers to 
buy vouchers for your child before the Fair.

• If you can’t attend the Fair in person, your child can order 
books via a Wish List – please ask your school for details.
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